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Three trends characterized the American population between 1820
and 1840. The population was increasing rapidly. Much of it was moving
westward. And much of it was becoming concentrated in towns and cities,
where the new residents provided a work force for industry.

" - The American population had stood at only
A o 4 million in 1790. By 1820, it had reached 10 mil-
lion; and by 1840, 17 million. One reason for the growth was improve-
ments in public health; the number and ferocity of epidemics slowly de-
clined, as did the mortality rate as a whole. But the population increase
was also a result of a high birth rate. In 1840, white women bore an aver-
age of 6.14 children each.

The African-American population increased more slowly than the
white population. After 1808, when the importation of slaves became ille-
gal, the proportion of blacks to whites in the nation as a whole steadily de-
clined. The slower increase of the black population was a result of its
comparatively high death rate. Slave mothers had large families, but life
was shorter for both slaves and free blacks than for whites—a result of the
enforced poverty in which virtually all African Americans lived.

Immigration, choked off by wars in Europe and
economic crises in America, contributed little to the
American population in the first three decades of the nineteenth century. Of
the total 1830 population of nearly 13 million, the foreign-born numbered
fewer than 500,000. Soon, however, immigration began to grow once again.
Reduced transportation costs and increasing economic opportunities in
America helped stimulate the immigration boom, as did deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions in some areas of Europe. The migrations introduced new
groups to the United States. In particular, the number of immigrants arriv-
ing from the southern (Catholic) counties of Ireland began to grow.

Much of this new European immigration flowed into the rapidly
growing cities of the Northeast. But urban growth was a result of substan-
tial internal migration as well. As the agricultural regions of New England
and other areas grew less profitable, more and more people picked up
stakes and moved—some to promising agricultural regions in the West,
but many to eastern cities.

B Hrseoning I mmsgration

APPEAL TO EMIGRANTS This widely distributed advertising card was one of many appeals
tential English and Irish travelers to America in the 1830s and 1840s. Like many such
companies, it tried to attract both affluent passengers (by boasting of “superior accommodations™)
working-class people of modest means. (Courtesy of The Bostonian Society/Old State House)

Immigration and Urban Growth, 1840-1860

T The growth of cities accelerated dramatically be-
e tween 1840 and 1860. The population of Ne
York, for example, rose from 312,000 to 805,000 making it the nation’s
largest and most commercially important city. Philadelphia’s population
grew over the same twenty-year period from 220,000 to 565,000;
Boston’s, from 93,000 to 177,000. By 1860, 26 percent of the population
of the free states was living in towns (places of 2,500 people or more) or
cities, up from 14 percent in 1840. In the South, by contrast, the increase
of urban residents was only from 6 percent in 1840 to 10 percent in 1860.

The booming agricultural economy of the western regions of the na-

on produced significant urban growth as well. Between 1820 and 1840,
mmunities that had once been small villages or trading posts became
or cities: St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Louisville. All of them be-
e centers of the growing carrying trade that connected the farmers of
¢ Midwest with New Orleans and, through it, the cities of the North-
t. After 1830, however, an increasing proportion of this trade moved
om the Mississippi River to the Great Lakes and created major new
ban centers that gradually superseded the river ports. Among them were
ffalo, Detroit, Milwaukee, Cleveland, and Chicago.
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854, the strength of the Know-Nothings declined and the party soon dis-

The enlarged urban population was to a large degree a result of the
ppeared.

flow of two major groups of people into cities: the native farmers of the
Northeast, who were being forced off the land by competition from the
West; and immigrants from Europe. Between 1840 and 1850, more than
1.5 million Europeans moved to America. In the 1850s, the number rose
to 2.5 million. Almost half the residents of New York City in the 1850s
were recent immigrants. In St. Louis, Chicago, and Milwaukee, the
foreign-born outnumbered those of native birth. Few immigrants settled
in the South.
The newcomers came from many different countries, but the over-
whelming majority came from Ireland and Germany.
Trich and German Innigrants By 186(), there were more than 1.5 million Irish-
born and approximately 1 million German-born people in the United States.

TRANSPORTATION AND
_ COMMUNICATIONS REVOLUTIONS

st as Mrm Eacmn.z.m_ revolution required an expanding population, it also
mErnm_ an mmmo._m:m system of transportation and communications. The
st half of the nineteenth century saw dramatic changes in both,

Most of the Irish stayed in the eastern cities where they landed and became The Canal Age

part of the unskilled labor force. The largest single group of Irish immi- om 1790 until the 1820, the so-called i ;

grants were young, single women, who worked in factories or in domestic d relied largely on roads for Eﬁww:ww %»:“wwﬂwﬁmnmnmwwwmmumawﬂwwmm“wmn”m
. e

t mmm@:mﬁ for the nation’ expanding needs. And so, in the 1820s and
30s, gmzomsm.vmmm: to turn to other means of transportation as well
The larger rivers became increasingly important as steamboats. re-
ced the slow barges that had previously dominated water traffic. The
W riverboats carried the corn and wheat of northwestern farmers and the
otton and novmomo of southwestern planters to New Orleans. From New
leans, oceangoing ships took the cargoes on to eastern ports or abroad
~ But this roundabout river-sea route satisfied neither western mmzdmuﬂm
or eastern merchants, who wanted a way to ship
.Mﬂ&nwoﬂ_% to %/._Hm urban markets and ports of
{tlantic coast. New highways across the mountains i i
lution to the problem. But the costs of hauling mowmwﬁwwm_w%% HMW._
ugh lower than before, were still too high for anything except the Hroﬂ
,mm_m.moﬁ and valuable merchandise. And so interest grew in building
The job of financing canals fell largely to the states. New York was the
st to act. It had the natural advantage of a good land route between the
idson River and Lake Erie through the only break in the Appalachian
ain. But the engineering tasks were still imposing. The distance was
M_M Ww»:awmk»o# miles, and the route was interrupted by high ridges and
‘ va%: w:.?@ M. _Homﬂmu .wc_uro debate, canal advocates prevailed. Dig-
- The _uE._.&:m of the Erie Canal was the great-
o:%ﬂdoﬁos_vao%%ﬁ Americans had ever under-
0. Lhe canal itself was basically a simple ditch forty feet wi
t deep, with towpaths along the banks wow the 73“%3 EMMMNMW MMWM
draw the canal boats. But its construction involved hundreds of difficult
s and fills to enable the canal to pass through hills and over valleys
ne aqueducts to carry it across streams, and eighty-eight locks, of rnmw ‘
sonry with great wooden gates, to permit ascents and aomomu:a. %MM

service. Germans, who—unlike the Irish—usually arrived with at least some
money and often came in family groups, generally moved on to the North-
west, where they became farmers or went into business in the western towns.

The Rise of Nativism

Many politicians eagerly courted the support of the new arrivals. Others,
however, viewed the growing foreign population with alarm. Some argued
that the immigrants were racially inferior or that they corrupted politics
by selling their votes. Others complained that they were stealing jobs from
the native work force. Protestants worried that the growing Irish popula-
tion would increase the power of the Catholic Church in America. Older-
stock Americans feared that immigrants would become a radical force in
politics. Out of these fears and prejudices emerged a number of secret so-
cieties to combat the “alien menace.”
Native Serican Party The first was the Native American Association,
founded in 1837, which in 1845 became the Native
American Party. In 1850, it joined with other nativist groups to form the
Supreme Order of the Star-Spangled Banner, whose demands included
banning Catholics or aliens from holding public office, enacting more re-
strictive naturalization laws, and establishing literacy tests for voting. The
order adopted a strict code of secrecy, which included a secret password:
“I know nothing.” Ultimately, members of the movement came to be
known as the “Know-Nothings.”

After the 1852 elections, the Know-Nothings
created a new political organization that they called
the American Party. It scored an immediate and astonishing success in the
elections of 1854. The Know-Nothings did well in Pennsylvania and New
York and actually won control of the state government in Massachusetts.
Outside the Northeast, however, their progress was more modest. After

ﬁ&si&& q Canalr

Impact of the Erie Canal

The Kow-N R\:.@a




29

America’s Economic Revolution

29
CHAPTER TEN

MICHIGAN

CING ON THE RAILROAD Peter Cooper designed and built the first steam-powered
ocomotives in America in 1830 for the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. On August 28 of that year,
e raced his locomotive (the “Tom Thumb”) against a horse-drawn railroad car. This sketch

epicts the moment when Cooper’s engine overtook the horse-car. (Museum of the City of New York)

astern markets. Much of the western produce continued to go downriver
0 New Orleans, but an increasing proportion went east to New York. And
anufactured goods from throughout the East now moved in growing vol-
ume through New York and then to the West via the new water routes.
Rival cities along the Atlantic seaboard took alarm at the prospect of
New York’s acquiring access to (and control over) so vast a market, largely
t their expense. But they had limited success in catching up. Boston, its
way to the Hudson River blocked by the Berkshire Mountains, did not
ven try to connect itself to the West by canal. Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Richmond, and Charleston all aspired to build water routes to the Ohio
Valley, but never completed them. Some cities, however, saw opportuni-
ties in a different and newer means of transportation. Even before the
canal age had reached its height, the era of the railroad was beginning.

Wi Rail link
(1833) Date compl

% T

CANALS IN THE NORTHEAST, 1823-1860 The great success of the Erie Omb»r which ovmﬂﬂ.&
in 1825, inspired decades of energetic canal building m.s many areas of the United ,mn.»nn_mww»m. is
map illustrates. But none of the new canals had anything like the impact of the .odm__bﬂ : :mm
Canal, and thus none of New York’s competitors—among them w.wm_naonm, Philadelphia, an
Boston—were able to displace it as the nation’s leading commercial center. « What form of

transportation ultimately displaced the canals?
rsion of this map go to www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation4ch10maps.

For an interactive ve:

Erie Canal opened in October 1825, amid elaborate ceremonies and cele-

brations, and traffic was soon so heavy that within about seven years tolls L .ﬂwm Early ?wNﬁe&&h
had Rcma the entire cost of construction. By providing a route to mrm ilroads played a relatively small role in the na- Oppenisatvnend
Great Lakes, the canal gave New York access to Chicago and the growing on’s transportation system in the 1820s and Technolsggeal Signiicance

830s, but railroad pioneers laid the groundwork

in those years for the great surge of railroad building in midcentury.
* Eventually, railroads became the primary transportation system for the
United States. They also eventually became critical sites of development
or innovations in technology and corporate organization.

Railroads emerged from a combination of technological and entrepre-
eurial innovations: the invention of tracks, the creation of steam-
powered locomotives, and the development of trains as public carriers of
passengers and freight. By 1804, both English and American inventors
had experimented with steam engines for propelling land vehicles. In
820, John Stevens ran a locomotive and cars around a circular track on
his New Jersey estate. And in 1825, the Stockton and Darlington Railroad
England became the first line to carry general traffic.

markets of the West. The Erie Canal also contributed to the decline of
agriculture in New England. Now that it was so much cheaper mOnaQWmﬂme
farmers to ship their Jowm mmm% people mmMn::m marginal land in the
themselves unable to compete.
ZQ.%MMMMM%& water transportation extended farther when the states
of Ohio and Indiana, inspired by the success of the Erie Canal, provided
water connections between Lake Erie and the Ohio River. These canals
made it possible to ship goods by inland waterways all the way from New
York to New Orleans. .
One of the immediate results of these new transportation routes was
increased white settlement in the Northwest, be-
i o cause it was now easier for migrants to make the
et westward journey and to ship their goods back to
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American entrepreneurs quickly grew inter-
The Baltimore and Okin ested in the English experiment. The first com-
pany to begin actual operations was the Baltimore and Ohio, which

opened a thirteen-mile stretch of track in 1830. In New York, the Mo-

hawk and Hudson began running trains along the sixteen miles between

Schenectady and Albany in 1831. By 1836, more than a thousand miles of

track had been laid in eleven states.

The Triumph of the Rails

After 1840, railroads gradually supplanted canals and all other forms of
transport. In 1840, the total railroad trackage of the country was under
3,000 miles. By 1860, it was over 27,000 miles. The Northeast developed
the most comprehensive and efficient system, with twice as much trackage
per square mile as the Northwest and four times as much as the South
Railroads even crossed the Mississippi at several points by great iron
bridges. Chicago eventually became the rail center of the West.

The emergence of the great train lines diverted traffic from the main
water routes—the Erie Canal and the Mississippi River. By lessening th
dependence of the West on the Mississippi, the railroads also helpe
weaken further the connection between the Northwest and the South.
Inportanceof Government Railroad construction required massive
Finding amounts of capital. Some of it came from private

sources, but much of it came from government.

funding. State and local governments invested in railroads, but eve
greater assistance came from the federal government in the form of publi
land grants. By 1860, Congress had allotted over 30 million acres to
eleven states to assist railroad construction.
It would be difficult to exaggerate the impact of the rails on the Ameri-
can economy, on American society, even on American culture. It was, ac-
cording to one writer, “the resistless chariot of civilization with scythed axl
mowing down ignorance and prejudice as it whirls along . . . [driving] th
shadows of the past . into the dim woods.” Where railroads wen
towns, ranches, and farms grew up rapidly along their routes. Areas once cul
off from markets during winter and other spells of bad weather found th:
the railroad could transport goods to and from them at any time of yea
s Bk Most of all, the railroads cut the time of shipme
of the Railroad and travel. In the 1830s, traveling from New York
Chicago by lake and canal took roughly three wee
By railroad in the 1850s, the same trip took less than two days.
The railroads were much more than a fast and economically attracti
form of transportation. They were also a breeding ground for technolo
cal advances; a key to the nation’s economic growth; and the birthplace
the modern corporate form of organization. They also became a symb
of the nation’s technological prowess. To many people, railroads were
most visible sign of the country’s progress and greatness.
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e Main East-West lines:

t with an interest in science—began experiment- Sawnel Morce

ILROAD GROWTH, 1850-1860 These two maps illustrate the dramatic growth in the extent

>Bn:.n»= railroads in the 1850s. Note the particularly extensive increase in mileage in the

per ga.immﬂ (known at the time as the Northwest). Note too the relatively smaller increase in
oad mileage in the South. Railroads forged a close economic relationship between the upper

dwest and the Northeast, and weakened the Midwest’s relationship to the South. + How did

contribute to the South’s growing sense of insecurity within the Union?

For an interactive version of this map go to www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation4ch10maps

The Telegraph

at the railroad was to transportation the telegraph was to communica-
n—a dramatic advance over traditional methods and a symbol of na-
al progress and technological expertise.
. Before the invention of the telegraph, communication over great dis-
ices on land could be achieved only by direct, physical contact. That
nt that virtually all long-distance communication relied on the mail
ch traveled first on horseback and coach, and later by railroad. There
e obvious disadvantages to this system, not the least of which was the
culty in coordinating the railroad schedules. By the 1830s, experi-
nts with many methods of improving long-distance communication
v.mmn conducted, among them using the sun and reflective devices to
d light signals as far as 187 miles.
1In 1832, Samuel F. B. Morse—a professor of

with a different system. Fascinated with the possibilities of electricity,
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Morse set out to find a way to send signals along an electrical cable. Tech-
nology did not yet permit the use of electrical wiring to send reproduc-
tions of the human voi
that electricity itself could serve
of electricity could themselves b
mented at first with a numerical code,
sent a word on a list available to recipients. Gradually,
came convinced of the need to find a more universal telegraphic
“language,” and he developed what became the Morse Code, in which al
ternating long and short bursts of electrical current would represent indi-
vidual letters.

By 1835, Mo
tion to the point
gress appropriated

as a communication device—that pulses
ecome a kind of language. He experi-
in which each number would repre-

rse had developed his idea for telegraphic communica-
that he was ready to promote it. Eight years later, Con-
$30,000 for the construction of an experimental tele-
graph line between Baltimore and Washington; in May 1844, it was
complete, and Morse succeeded in transmitting the news of James K.
Polk’s nomination for the presidency over the wires from Baltimore to
Washington. By 1860, more than 50,000 miles of wire connected most
parts of the country; a year later, the Pacific Telegraph, with 3,595 miles
of wire, opened between New York and San Francisco. By then, nearly all
the independent lines had joined in one organiza-
tion, the Western Union Telegraph Company. The
telegraph spread rapidly across Europe as well, and
in 1866, the first transatlantic cable was laid across the Atlantic.

One of the first beneficiaries of the telegraph was the growing system
of rails. Telegraph wires often ran alongside railroad tracks, and telegraph
offices were often located in railroad stations. The telegraph allowed rail-
road operators to communicate directly with stations in cities, small
towns, and even rural hamlets—to alert them to schedule changes, warn
them about delays and breakdowns, and convey other information about
the movement of the trains. Among other things, this new form of com-
munication helped prevent accidents by alerting stations to problems that
in the past engineers had to discover for themselves.

Western Union ﬂ&m‘%\e
QS.«\EQ

New Forms of Journalism
Another beneficiary of the telegraph was American journalism, which

used the wires to get news from around the country—and eventually, the &

world—that had once taken days, weeks, and even months to reach them,
in the space of a few hours. Where once the exchange of national and in-

ternational news relied on the cumbersome exchange of newspapers by

mail, now it was possible for papers to share their reporting. In 1846

newspaper publishers from around the nation formed the Associated Press:

to promote cooperative news gathering by wire.
Other technological advances spurred the development of the Ameri-
can press. In 1846, Richard Hoe invented the steam cylinder rotary press

ce or any complex information. But Morse realized

however, he be-
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making it possible to print newspapers much more rapidly and cheapl
than had been possible in the past. Among other &bmm GM rotary Ewmm
spurred the dramatic growth of mass-circulation newspapers. The New
York Sun, the most widely circulated paper in the nation, had 8,000 read-
ers in 1834. By 1860, its successful rival the New
York Herald—benefiting from the speed and
nmwwo%%%m of production the rotary press made possible, had a circulation
of 77,000.

New York Herald

INDUSTRY

COMMERCE AND

By the middle years of the nineteenth century, the United States had de-
m_ovm@ the beginnings of a modern capitalist economy and an advanced
dustrial capacity. But the economy had developed along highly unequal
nes—benefiting some classes and some regions far more than others.

The Expansion of Business, 1820-1840

American vc&ummm grew rapidly in the 1820s and 1830s in part because of
important innovations in business management. Individuals or limited part-
erships continued to operate most businesses, and the dominating figures
ere still the great merchant capitalists, who generally had sole ownership
f their enterprises. In some larger businesses, however, the individual mer-
ant capitalist was giving way to the corporation. Corporations had the ad-
antage of combining the resources of a large num-
er of shareholders, and they began to develop
articularly rapidly in the 1830s, when some legal obstacles to their forma-
on were removed. Previously, a corporation could obtain a charter only by
special act of a state legislature; by the 1830s, states were beginning to pass
eneral incorporation laws, under which a group could secure a charter
erely by paying a fee. The laws also permitted a system of limited liability,
n which E&S.mcm_ stockholders risked losing only the value of their own
westment if a corporation should fail; they were not liable (as they had
cen in the past) for the corporation’ larger losses. These changes made
ossible much larger manufacturing and business enterprises.

,ﬂ&vaiﬁn\ g\ QNQS.&&.EQ

The Emergence of the Factory

e most profound economic development in mid-nineteenth-century
\merica was the rise of the factory. Before the War of 1812, most manu-
acturing took place within households or in small workshops. Early in the
eteenth century, however, New England textile manufacturers began
ng new machines driven by water power that allowed them to bring
ir operations together under a single roof. This “factory system,” as it
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came to be known, soon penetrated the shoe industry and other industries
as well.

Between 1840 and 1860, American industry ex-
perienced particularly dramatic growth. For the
first time, the value of manufactured goods was roughly equal to that of
agricultural products. More than half of the approximately 140,000 manu-
facturing establishments in the country in 1860 were located in the North-
east, and they included most of the larger enterprises. The Northeast thus
produced more than two-thirds of the manufactured goods and employed
nearly three-quarters of the men and women working in manufacturing.

Dramatic Indnrtrial %*S.R\p

e > .i.
e A
e e e |

Advances in Technology

Even the most highly developed industries were still relatively immature.
American cotton manufacturers, for example, produced goods of coarse
grade; fine items continued to come from England. But by the 1840s, sig-
nificant advances were occurring.

Among the most important was in the manu-
facturing of machine tools—the tools used to make
machinery parts. The government supported much of the research and
development of machine tools, often in connection with supplying the
military. For example, a government armory in Springfield, Massachu-
setts, developed two important tools—the turret lathe (used for cutting
screws and other metal parts) and the universal milling machine (which
replaced the hand chiseling of complicated parts and dies)—early in the
nineteenth century. The precision grinding machine (which became criti-
cal to, among other things, the construction of sewing machines) was de-
signed in the 1850s to help the United States Army produce standardized
rifle parts. The federal armories such as those at Springfield and Harpers
Ferry, Virginia, where these and other tools were developed, became the
breeding ground for many technological discoveries. By the 1840s, the
machine tools used in the factories of the Northeast were already better
than those in most European factories.

One important result of the creation of better machine tools was that the
principle of interchangeable parts now found its way into many industries.
Eventually, interchangeability would revolutionize watch and clock making,
the manufacturing of locomotives, the creation of steam engines, and the
making of many farm tools. It would also help make possible bicycles, sewing
machines, typewriters, cash registers, and eventually the automobile. Am

Industrialization was also profiting from the
introduction of new sources of energy. Coal was
replacing wood and water power. The production of coal, most of it
mined around Pittsburgh in western Pennsylvania, leaped from 50,000 erchant, discovered a metho izi sk o
tons in 1820 to 14 million tons in 1860. The new power source made it greater strength and m_»mc.&a%w ﬂ@éwn%%uﬂmm@ﬁwm MMM»W ! mﬂ il 215
possible to locate mills away from running streams and thus permitted in- ' uses and had helped create a maj o At gt
dustry to expand still more widely. Elias Howe of Massachusetts

AP i € e st o . e
15¢ prodts thwwe aed & half )
eapital. In Franes et

.k...__.l.r...?
Vlon, Kgare 7, of Trse 3, Singer'sSexcivg 3o
ehioe, which wan patented on fhe 125 of ot
g, Ao the trwmn, made o exctivu

i by
1. € The threal. J, of tha moally

T Uy o bbb, K, 2 o homeh |
2 D enm n th e, i it T
otier Lud 423 on 1he ibin an the Yep o1 u mel]|

Machine Tools

eEyefg”
H 3

Ve wevdle. T elah in kot i il bt

3R
11

o the ceth krwand
L St v -3 et g | v

2 ‘T rachine dows good work. Tho.

H

uim wil be Sownd v page 738, Vol € Sl

Am. .—In,il—»rllrt WO

Norzard, No. €24 Brontway i iy,
ey Skt

45 oo par e of worma o these emiy
5 b hoered s he P Pt

{inei—thy 14 gl nisnd Sy g O, st
zh!”:ucnn e .l-_l!l._.. LK, o o Hgsﬂﬂrhbrlg

ihe o o which avarage $03,781., o st | L g ety i
S ¢ orabons pace, Y, to e the ar . of thepod B 0. Tha vy in wtrin e 0]
oot ek P s an o, W (ke cth 1 oo 1 Bl by g e 0k o

ek Tabe, 00 tho wheed, 3, the aleh, X, b e

‘—.H.__”.pmum_\»wgw mMSﬂZO MACHINE Scientific American, which reported American scientific and
Mn ological uor._oﬁam:ﬁm, was a popular journal in the mid-nineteenth century. Here it gives
ont-page attention to the design and construction of Isaac Singer’s sewing machine, alongside
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progress of the railroads and urging th i i
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Hwa great technological advances in American industry owed much to
American inventors. In 1830, the number of inventions patented was 544;
- In 1860, it stood at 4,778. Several industries provide particularly vivid ex-
»SE.% of how a technological innovation could produce a major eco-
omic change. In 1839, Charles Goodyear, a New England hardware

New Sonrcer m\ m;&.%w
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made improvements on it, and the Howe-Singer machine was soon being
used in the manufacture of ready-to-wear clothing.

Innovations in Corporate Organization

The merchant capitalists remained figures of importance in the 1840s. In
such cities as New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, influential mercantile
groups operated shipping lines to southern ports or dispatched fleets of

trading vessels to the ports of Europe and Asia. But
Rise of the Tndurtriel merchant capitalism was declining by the middle of
S&?&Q«S th Thi dv b British §

e century. This was partly because British com

petitors were stealing much of America’s export trade, but mostly because
there were greater opportunities for profit in manufacturing than in trade.
That was one reason why industries developed first in the Northeast: an
affluent merchant class already existed there and had the money and the
will to finance them. The emerging industrial capitalists soon became the
new ruling class, the aristocrats of the Northeast, with far-reaching eco-
nomic and political influence.

N S.OEZ AT WORK A,Em. early photograph of female millworkers standing before their
, Bunr._a.ﬁm suggests something of the primitive quality of early factories—dimly lit, cramped, with
conditions that offered little protection against accidents. All the women in this picture are

wearing hair tightly pulled back, to prevent it from being caught in one of the machines. (Courtesy
George Eastman House) 1

In the 1820s and 1830s, factory labor came primarily from the native-born
population. After 1840, the growing immigrant population became the
most important new source of workers. ,,
system, after the towns in which it first emerged. Many of these women
- worked for several years in the factories, saved their wages, and then re-
- turned home to marry and raise children. Others married men they met in
 the factories or in town. Most eventually stopped working in the mills and
took up domestic roles instead.

Recruiting a Native Work Force

Recruiting a labor force was not an easy task in the early years of the fac-
tory system. Ninety percent of the American people in the 1820s still lived
and worked on farms. Many of the relatively small number of urban resi-
dents were skilled artisans who owned and managed their own shops. The Labor conditions in these early years of the factory system, hard as
available unskilled workers were not numerous enough to form a reservoir . they often were, remained significantly better than they would “_M:ma be-
from which the new industries could draw. But dramatic improvements in - come. The Lowell workers, for example, lived in clean boardinghouses
agricultural production, particularly in the Midwest, meant that each re- and dormitories, which the factory owners maintained for them The
gion no longer had to feed itself; it could import the food it needed. As a -were well fed and carefully supervised. Wages for the Lowell S.cnwm%m\
result, some of the relatively unprofitable farming areas of the East began were relatively generous by the standards of the time. The women even
to decline, and rural people began leaving the land to work in the factories. published a monthly magazine, the Lowell Offering.

Two systems of recruitment emerged to bring this new labor supply to Yet even these relatively well-treated workers found the transition from
the expanding textile mills. One, common in the mid-Atlantic states, farm life to factory work difficult. Forced to live among strangers in a regi-
brought whole families from the farm to work together in the mill. The mented environment, many women had difficulty m&:mﬂbm Smﬁro nature of
second system, common in Massachusetts, enlisted young women, mostly factory work. However uncomfortable women may have found factory work

farmers’ daughters in their late teens and early they had few other options. Work in the mills was in many cases virtually the

Lowell Syt : i
bt twenties. It was known as the Lowell or Waltham only alternative to returning to farms that could no longer support them
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The paternalistic factory system of Lowell did not, in any case, survive
for long. In the competitive textile market as it developed in the 1830s and
1840s, manufacturers found it difficult to maintain the high living stan-
dards and reasonably attractive working conditions with which they had
begun. Wages declined; the hours of work lengthened; the conditions of
the boardinghouses deteriorated. In 1834, mill workers in Lowell organ-
ized a union—the Factory Girls Association—
which staged a strike to protest a 25 percent wage
cut. Two years later, the association struck again—against a rent increase
in the boardinghouses. Both strikes failed, and a recession in 1837 virtu-
ally destroyed the organization. Eight years later the Lowell women, led
by the militant Sarah Bagley, created the Female Labor Reform Associa-
tion and began agitating for a ten-hour day and for improvements in con-
ditions in the mills. The new association also turned to state government
and asked for legislative investigation of conditions in the mills. By then,
however, the character of the factory work force was changing again.
Many mill girls were gradually moving into other occupations: teaching,
domestic service, or marriage. And textile manufacturers were turning to a
less demanding labor supply: immigrants.

Factory Q‘.&. HArsociation

The Immigrant Work Force

The increasing supply of immigrant workers after 1840 was a boon to
manufacturers and other entrepreneurs. These new workers, because of
their growing numbers and their unfamiliarity with their new country, had
even less leverage than the women they at times displaced, and thus they
often encountered far worse working conditions.
Poorly paid construction gangs, made up increas-
ingly of Irish immigrants, performed the heavy, unskilled work on turn-
pikes, canals, and railroads. Many of them lived in flimsy shanties, in grim
conditions that endangered the health of their families (and reinforced na-
tive prejudices toward the “shanty Irish”). Irish workers began to predom-
inate in the New England textle mills as well in the 1840s. Employers
began paying piece rates rather than a daily wage and used other devices
to speed up production and exploit the labor force more efficiently. The
factories themselves were becoming large, noisy, unsanitary, and often
dangerous places to work; the average workday was extending to twelve,
often fourteen hours; and wages were declining. Women and children,
whatever their skills, earned less than most men.

Q&@ ,Sax@waxm Labor

The Factory System and the Artisan Tradition

Factories were also displacing the trades of skilled artisans. The artisan
tradition was as much a part of the older, republican vision of America as
the tradition of sturdy yeoman farmers. Independent craftsmen clung to a
vision of economic life that was in some ways very different from the one
the new capitalist class was promoting. It was a vision based not just on
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A TOLEWARE MAKER, C. 1850 By the middle of the nineteenth century, skilled artisans—such
as this maker of handcrafted kitchenware—were rapidly being replaced by semiskilled workers
producing similar goods in factories. The craftsman pictured here conveys some of the important
elements of the vanishing artisanal world: formal dress in the workplace, to suggest his status as a
highly skilled craftsman; pride in his workmanship; and a middle-class sensibility that, in the end,
made it difficult for artisans to fight the forces driving them toward obsolescence. (Collection of
. Zelda P. Mackay, San Francisco, CA)

- the idea of individual, acquisitive success but also on a sense of a “moral
community.” Skilled artisans valued their independence; they also valued
the stability and relative equality within their economic world.

Some artisans made successful transitions into small-scale industry. But
others found themselves unable to compete with the new factory-made
goods. In the face of this competition from indus-
 trial capitalists, skilled workers in cities such as
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, and New York formed societies for mu-
 tual aid. During the 1820s and 1830s, these craft societies began to com-
bine on a citywide basis and set up central organizations known as trade
unions. In 1834, delegates from six cities founded the National Trades’
Union, and in 1836, printers and cordwainers (makers of high-quality
shoes and boots) set up their own national craft unions. .

.
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Hostile laws and hostile courts handicapped the unions. The Panic of
1837 and the depression that followed weakened the movement further.
But the failure of these first organizations did not end the efforts by work-
ers to gain control over their productive lives.

Fighting for Control

Workers made continuous efforts to improve their lots. They tried, with
little success, to persuade state legislatures to pass laws setting a maximum
workday and regulating child labor. The greatest legal victory of industrial
workers came in Massachusetts in 1842, when the
state supreme court, in Commonwealth v. Hunt, de-
clared that unions were lawful organizations and that the strike was a law-
ful weapon. Other state courts gradually accepted the principles of the
Massachusetts decision, but employers continued to resist.

Virtually all the early craft unions excluded women. As a result,
women began establishing their own protective unions by the 1850s. Like
the male craft unions, the female protective unions had little power in
dealing with employers. They did, however, serve an important role as
mutual aid societies for women workers.

Many factors combined to inhibit the growth of effective labor resis-
tance. Among the most important was the flood of immigrant laborers
into the country. The newcomers were usually willing to work for lower
wages than native workers; and because they were so numerous, manufac-
turers had little difficulty replacing disgruntled or striking workers with
eager immigrants. Ethnic divisions and tensions often led workers to
channel their resentments into internal bickering rather than into their
shared grievances against employers. Another obstacle was the sheer
strength of the industrial capitalists, who had not only economic but polit-
ical and social power.

Commonwealth v. Hnnt

PATTERNS OF SOCIETY

The industrial revolution was making the United States dramatically
wealthier by the year. It was also making society more unequal, and it was
transforming social relationships at almost every level.

The Rich and the Poor

The commercial and industrial growth of the United States greatly ele-
vated the average income of the American people.
But this increasing wealth was being distributed
highly unequally. Substantial groups of the popula-
tion shared hardly at all in the economic growth: slaves, Indians, landless

Q‘D.\Rxxﬁxa\ﬁg&xm&x
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ENTRAL PARK To affluent New Yorkers, the construction of the city’s great Central Park was
portant because it provided them with an elegant setting for their daily carriage rides—an
ctivity ostensibly designed to expose the riders to fresh air but that was really an occasion for

em to display their finery to their neighbors. (WCTU Parade, Great Riot, & Fashionable “Turn-
uts” in Central Park. The Museum of the City of New York)

armers, and many of the unskilled workers on the fringes of the manufac-
turing system. But even among the rest of the population, disparities of
come were increasingly marked. Merchants and industrialists were accu-
ulating enormous fortunes; and because there was now a significant
umber of rich people living in cities, a distinctive culture of wealth began
0 emerge.

In large cities, people of great wealth gathered together in neighbor-
oods of astonishing opulence. They founded clubs and developed elabo-
ate social rituals. They looked increasingly for ways to display their
wealth—in the great mansions they built, the showy carriages in which
they rode, the lavish household goods they accumulated, the elegant social
stablishments they patronized. New York developed a particularly elabo-
ate high society. The construction of the city’s great Central Park, which
egan in the 1850s, was in part a result of pressure from the members of
igh society, who wanted an elegant setting for their daily carriage rides.
There was also a significant population of genuinely destitute people
merging in the growing urban centers of the nation. These were people
ho were not merely poor, in the sense of having
to struggle to sustain themselves. They were al-
ost entirely without resources, often homeless, dependent on charity or
rime or both for survival. Substantial numbers of people actually starved
to death or died of exposure. Some of these “paupers,” as contemporaries
called them, were recent immigrants. Some were widows and orphans,

The Urban Poor
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stripped of the family structures that allowed most working-class Ameri-
cans to survive. Some were people suffering from alcoholism or mental ill-
ness, unable to work. Others were victims of native prejudice—barred
from all but the most menial employment because of race or ethnicity.
The Irish were particular victims of such prejudice.

. Among the worst victims were free blacks.
Sl A Bk Most major urban areas had significant black popu-
lations. Some of these African Americans were descendants of families
that had lived in the North for generations. Others were former slaves
who had escaped or been released by their masters. In material terms, at
least, life was not always much better for them in the North than it had
been in slavery. Most had access to very menial jobs at best. In most parts
of the North, blacks could not vote, could not attend public schools, in-
deed could not use any of the public services available to white residents.
Even so, most blacks preferred life in the North, however arduous, to life
in the South.

Social Mobility

Despite the contrasts between conspicuous wealth and conspicuous
poverty in antebellum America, there was relatively little overt class con-
flict. For one thing, life, in material terms at least, was better for most fac-
tory workers than it had been on the farms or in the European societies
from which they had migrated. There was also a significant amount of
mobility within the working class, which helped limit discontent. A few
workers managed to move from poverty to riches by dint of work, ingenu-
ity, and luck—a very small number, but enough to support the dreams of
those who watched them. And a much larger number of workers managed
to move at least one notch up the ladder—for example, becoming in the
course of a lifetime a skilled, rather than an unskilled, laborer.

More important than social mobility was geo-
graphical mobility. Some workers saved money,
bought land, and moved west to farm it. But few urban workers, and even
tewer poor ones, could afford to make such a move. Much more common
was the movement of laborers from one industrial town to another. These
migratory workers were often the victims of layoffs, looking for better op-
portunities elsewhere. Their search may seldom have led to a marked im-
provement in their circumstances, but the rootlessness of this large seg-
ment of the work force—one of the most distressed segments—made
effective organization and protest more difficult.

Q%&*@.ﬁ;\ &A&&.@

Middle-Class Life

For all the visibility of the very rich and the very poor in antebellum soci-
ety, the fastest-growing group in America was the middle class. Economic
development opened many more opportunities for people to own or work
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in businesses, to own shops, to engage in trade, to enter professions, and
to administer organizations. In earlier times, when ownership of land had
.~ been the only real basis of wealth, society had been divided between peo-
ple with little or no land (people Europeans generally called peasants) and
a landed gentry (which in Europe usually became an inherited aristoc-
racy). Once commerce and industry became a source of wealth, these rigid
distinctions broke down; many people could become prosperous without
owning land, but by providing valuable services.

Middle-class life in the years before the Civil

War rapidly established itself as the most influen-
tial cultural form of urban America. Middle-class
amilies lived in solid and often substantial homes. Their houses lined city
streets, larger in size and more elaborate in design than the cramped,
functional rowhouses in working-class neighborhoods—but also far less
lavish than the great houses of the very rich. Like the wealthy, middle-
class people tended to own their homes. Workers and artisans were in-
creasingly becoming renters.
Middle-class women usually remained in the home and cared for the
household, although increasingly they were also able to hire servants—
- usually young, unmarried immigrant women. One of the aspirations of
iddle-class women in an age when doing the family’s laundry could take
an entire day was to escape from some of the drudgery of housework.

New household inventions altered, and greatly

improved, the character of life in middle-class
homes. Perhaps the most important was the invention of the cast-iron
stove, which began to replace fireplaces as the principal vehicle for cook-
ing in the 1840s. These wood- or coal-burning devices were hot, clumsy,
and dirty by the standards of the twentieth century; but compared to the
inconvenience and danger of cooking on an open hearth, they seemed a
great luxury. Stoves gave cooks more control over the preparation of food
and allowed them to cook several things at once.
Middle-class diets were changing rapidly, and not just because of
the wider range of cooking the stove made possible. The expansion and
diversification of American agriculture and the ability of farmers to ship
goods to urban markets by rail from distant regions greatly increased
the variety of food available in cities. Fruits and vegetables were diffi-
cult to ship over long distances in an age with little refrigeration, but
families had access to a greater variety of meats, grains, and dairy prod-
ucts than they had had in the past. A few households acquired iceboxes,
which allowed them to keep fresh meat and dairy products for as long
as several days without spoilage. Most families, however, did not yet
have any kind of refrigeration. For them, preserving food meant curing
meat with salt and preserving fruits in sugar. Diets were generally much
heavier and starchier than they are today, and middle-class people
tended to be considerably stouter than would be considered healthy or
fashionable now.

Rapidly Expandin
| 4 g,ﬁ“.@nﬁ\&s&s

New Honsehold Tnventsons
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Middle-class homes came to differentiate themselves from those of work-
ers and artisans in other ways as well. They were more elaborately decorated
and furnished. Houses that had once had bare walls and floors now had car-
peting, wallpaper, and curtains. The spare, simple styles of eighteenth-
century homes gave way to the much more elaborate, even baroque house-
hold styles of the Victorian era—styles increasingly characterized by
crowded, even cluttered rooms, dark colors, lush fabrics, and heavy furni-
ture and draperies. Middle-class homes also became larger. It became less
common for children to share beds and for all members of families to sleep
in the same room. Parlors and dining rooms separate from the kitchen—
once a luxury reserved largely for the wealthy—became the norm now for
the middle class as well. Some urban middle-class homes had indoor plumb-
ing and indoor toilets by the 1850s—a significant advance over the outdoor
wells and privies that had been virtually universal only a few years earlier.

The Changing Family

The new industrializing society produced profound changes in the nature
and function of the family. At the heart of the transformation was the
movement of families from farms to urban areas. The family patterns of
the countryside, where powerful fathers controlled
their children’s futures by controlling the distribu-
tion of land to them, could not survive the move to a city or town. Sons
and daughters in urban households were much more likely to leave the
family in search of work than they had been in the rural world.

Another important change was the shift of income-earning work out
of the home and into the shop, mill, or factory. In the early decades of the
nineteenth century, the family itself had been the principal unit of eco-
nomic activity. Now most income earners left home each day to work
elsewhere. A sharp distinction began to emerge be-
tween the public world of the workplace and the
private world of the family. The world of the fam-
ily was now dominated not by production but by housekeeping, child
rearing, and other primarily domestic concerns.

Accompanying the changing economic function of the family was a
decline in the birth rate. In 1800, the average American woman could be
expected to give birth to approximately seven children. By 1860, the aver-
age woman bore five children. The birth rate fell most quickly in urban
areas and among middle-class women.

) %\‘.x\.»mm nva?.a‘n@

Emergence of Prblic
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The “Cult of Domesticity”

The growing separation between the workplace and the home helped
cause increasingly sharp distinctions between the social roles of men and
women. Those distinctions affected not only factory workers and farmers
but members of the growing middle class as well.
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Traditional inequalities remained. Women had many fewer legal and
political rights than did men, and within the family they remained under
the virtually absolute authority of their husbands. Women were seldom
encouraged in pursuing education above the pri-
mary level. Not until 1837 did any college or uni-
versity accept women students: Oberlin in Ohio,
which educated both women and men; and Mt. Holyoke in Massachusetts,
founded by Mary Lyon as an academy for women.
~ However unequal the positions of men and women in the preindus-
trial era, those positions had generally been defined within the context of
a2 household in which all members played important economic roles. In
the middle-class family of the new industrial society, by contrast, the hus-
band was assumed to be the principal, usually the only, income producer.
The wife was now expected to remain in the home and to engage in
largely domestic activities. The image of women changed from one of
. contributors to the family economy to one of guardians of the “domestic
virtues.” Middle-class women learned to place a higher value on keeping a
comfortable, and well-appointed home; on entertaining; on dress-
ing elegantly and stylishly.

Within their own separate sphere, middle-class
women began to develop a distinctive female cul-
ture. A “lady’s” literature began to emerge. There were romantic novels,
which focused on the private sphere that middle-class women now inhab-
ited. There were women’s magazines, which focused on fashions, shop-
ping, homemaking, and other purely domestic concerns.

This “cult of domesticity,” as some scholars g s rvbuci
have called it, gave many women greater material
comfort than they had enjoyed in the past and placed a higher value on
. their “female virtues.” At the same time, it left women increasingly de-

‘tached from the public world, with few outlets for their interests and en-
. ergies. Except for teaching and nursing, work by women outside the
ousehold gradually came to be seen as a lower-class preserve.

Working-class women continued to work in factories and mills, but
under conditions far worse than those that the original, more “re-
pectable” women workers of Lowell and Waltham had experienced. Do-
mestic service became another frequent source of female employment.
ow that production had moved outside the household, women who
needed to earn money had to move outside their own homes to do so.

Ertablichment
of Women's Qekmn\

Women'r Separate ..mv\:..‘n

Leisure Activities

eisure time was scarce for all but the wealthiest Americans. Most people
worked long hours. Vacations—paid or unpaid—were rare. For most peo-
e, Sunday was the only respite from work; and Sundays were generally re-
served for religion and rest. For many working-class

and middle-class people, therefore, holidays took on Pgriry Nkl
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a special importance. That was one reason for the strikingly elaborate cele-
brations of the Fourth of July in the nineteenth century. The celebrations
were not just expressions of patriotism. They were a way of enjoying one of
the few nonreligious holidays from work available to most Americans.

In rural America, the erratic pattern of farmwork gave many people
some relief from the relentless working schedules of city residents. For
urban people, however, leisure was something to be seized in what few
free moments they had. Men gravitated to taverns for drinking, talking,
and game-playing after work. Women gathered in one another’s homes
for conversation and card games. For educated people, reading became
one of the principal leisure activities. Newspapers and magazines prolifer-
ated rapidly, and books became staples of affluent homes. Women were
particularly avid readers, and women writers created a new genre of fic-
tion specifically for females—the “sentimental novel,” which often offered
idealized visions of women’s lives and romances.

There was also a vigorous culture of public
leisure. In larger cities, theaters were becoming in-
creasingly popular; and while some of them catered
to particular social groups, others attracted audiences that crossed class
lines. Wealthy people, middle-class people, workers and their families—all
could sometimes be found together watching a performance. Much of the
popular theater of the time consisted of melodrama based on popular nov-
els or American myths. But much of it reflected the great love of Shake-
speare that extended through all levels of the theater-going population.

By the 1830s, Shakespeare was the most popular playwright in Amer-
ica. American performances of his work tended to be lively, irreverent, and
highly inaccurate. Plays were abbreviated and sandwiched into programs
containing other popular works. So familiar were many Shakespearean
plots that parodies of them were staples of regional theater, through pro-
ductions of such comedies as Hamlet and Egglet or Fulius Sneezer. American
audiences were noisy and rambunctious, and at times crowded onto the
stage to participate in battle or crowd scenes. Their loyalties to their fa-
vorite actors were so strong that in 1849 there was a major riot at New
York’s Astor Place Opera House when supporters of a popular American
Shakespearean actor, Edwin Forrest, gathered to protest a visit from an
eminent English Shakespearean, Charles Macready.

Minstrel shows—in which white actors wearing blackface mimicked
(and ridiculed) African-American culture—became increasingly popular.
Public sporting events—boxing, horse racing, cockfighting (already be-
coming controversial), and others—often attracted considerable audi-
ences. Baseball—not yet organized into professional leagues—was begin-
ning to attract large crowds when played in city parks or fields on the
edges of towns. A particularly exciting event in many communities was the
arrival of the circus.

Popular tastes in public spectacle tended toward the bizarre and the
fantastic. Relatively few people traveled; and in the absence of film, radio,

Vibrant Culture of Public
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television, or even much photography, they hungered for visions of un-
- usual phenomena that contrasted with their normal experiences. People
- going to the theater or the circus or the museum wanted to see things that
- amazed and even frightened them. Perhaps the most celebrated provider
of such experiences was the famous and unscrupu-
lous showman P. T. Barnum, who opened the
- American Museum in New York in 1842—not a showcase for art or na-
ture, but a great freak show populated by midgets (the most famous
- named Tom Thumb), Siamese twins, magicians, and ventriloquists. Bar-
- num was a genius in publicizing his ventures with garish posters and elab-
_ orate newspaper announcements. Later, in the 1870s, he launched the fa-
- mous circus for which he is still best remembered.

One of the ways Barnum tried to draw visitors to his museum was by
engaging lecturers. He did so because he understood that the lecture was
one of the most popular forms of entertainment in nineteenth-century
~ America. Men and women flocked in enormous numbers to lyceums,
 churches, schools, and auditoriums to hear lecturers explain the latest ad-
vances in science, describe their visits to exotic places, provide vivid histori-
cal narratives, or rail against the evils of alcohol or slavery. Messages of so-
- cial uplift and reform attracted rapt audiences, particularly among women.

P. T. Barnum

THE AGRICULTURAL NORTH

Even in the rapidly urbanizing and industrializ- Growth of Comnerial Farmsn
; : . 2]
ing Northeast, and more so in what nineteenth-

century Americans called the Northwest (what Americans today call the
Midwest), most people remained tied to the agricultural world. But agri-
culture, like industry and commerce, was becoming increasingly a part of
the new capitalist economy.

Northeastern Agriculture

The story of agriculture in the Northeast after 1840 is one of decline and
transformation. The reason for the decline was simple: the farmers of the
section could no longer compete with the new and richer soil of the
Northwest. In 1840, the leading wheat-growing states were New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia; in 1860 they were Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Ohio, and Michigan. In raising corn, Illinois, Ohio, and Mis-
souri supplanted New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. In 1840 the most
important cattle-raising areas in the country were New York, Pennsylva-
nia, and New England; but by the 1850s the leading cattle states were Illi-
nois, Indiana, Ohio, and Iowa in the West and Texas in the South.

Some eastern farmers responded to these changes by moving west
themselves and establishing new farms. Still others moved to mill towns
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and became laborers. Some farmers, however, remained on the land and
turned to the task of supplying food to the growing cities of the East; they
raised vegetables (truck farming) or fruit and sold their produce in nearby
towns. Supplying milk, butter, and cheese to local urban markets also at-
tracted many farmers in central New York, southeastern Pennsylvania,
and various parts of New England.

The Old Northwest
Sk Life was different in the states of the Northwest.
M_M\._ e There was some industry in this region, and in the

two decades before the Civil War the section expe-
rienced steady industrial growth. There were flourishing industrial and
commercial areas in and around Cleveland (on Lake Erie) and Cincinnati,
the center of meatpacking in the Ohio Valley. Farther west, Chicago was
emerging as the national center of the agricultural machinery and meat-
packing industries. Most of the major industrial activities of the West ei-
ther served agriculture (as in the case of farm machinery) or relied on
agricultural products (as in flour milling, meatpacking, whiskey distilling,
and the making of leather goods).

Some areas of the Northwest were not yet dominated by whites. Indi-
ans remained the most numerous inhabitants of large portions of the
upper third of the Great Lakes states until after the Civil War. In those
areas, hunting and fishing, along with some sedentary agriculture, re-
mained the principal economic activities.

For the settlers who populated the lands far-
r south, the Northwest was primarily an agri-
cultural region. Its rich and plentiful lands made farming a lucrative and
expanding activity there. Thus the typical citizen of the Northwest was
not the industrial worker or poor, marginal farmer but the owner of a rea-
sonably prosperous family farm.

Industrialization, in both the United States and Europe, provided the
greatest boost to agriculture. With the growth of factories and cities in the
Northeast, the domestic market for farm goods increased dramatically.
The growing national and worldwide demand for farm products resulted
in steadily rising farm prices. For most farmers, the 1840s and early 1850s
were years of increasing prosperity.

The expansion of agricultural markets had profound effects on sec-
tional alignments in the United States. The North-
west sold most of its products to the Northeast and
became an important market for the products of
eastern industry. A strong economic relationship was emerging between
the two sections that was profitable to both—and that was increasing the
isolation of the South within the Union.

By 1850, the growing western white population was moving into the
prairie regions on both sides of the Mississippi. These farmers cleared for-
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MeGORMIGK’S

VIRGINIA REUPER.

D. W. BROWN,
OF ASHLAND, OHLO,

Having been dul; inted Agent for the sale of the ubove valua-
e Ieborseving  meosine i

the furmers of those counties, that
with the above Reapers o very liberal terms.

The Wheat portions of the nbove territory
the Agent will ho ready to give any information rel
Reaper, by addressing him at Ashland, Ashland County, Obio.

Ashland, March, 1850.

ICCORMICK’S REAPER This 1850 advertisement for the automatic reaper created by Cyrus
IcCormick was aimed at farmers in Ohio and Illinois. But the reaper’s greatest impact was to be
the vast grain-growing regions farther west, which were already attracting large numbers of
hite settlers and would attract many more in the decades to come. (International Harvester)

t lands or made use of fields the Indians had cleared many years earlier.
d they began to develop a timber industry to make use of the forests
at remained. Wheat was the staple crop of the region, but other crops—
orn, potatoes, and oats—and livestock were also important.

The Northwest also increased production by
dopting new agricultural techniques. Farmers
egan to cultivate new varieties of seed, notably Mediterranean wheat,
hich was hardier than the native type; and they imported better breeds
animals, such as hogs and sheep from England and Spain. Most impor-
ant were improved tools and farm machines. The cast-iron plow re-
nained popular because its parts could be replaced when broken. An even
etter tool appeared in 1847, when John Deere established at Moline, Illi-
ois, a factory to manufacture steel plows, which were more durable than
ose made of iron.

‘Two new machines heralded a coming revolu-
ion in grain production. The most important was
e automatic reaper, the invention of Cyrus H. McCormick of Virginia.
e reaper took the place of sickle, cradle, and hand labor. Pulled by a
eam of horses, it had a row of horizontal knives on one side for cutting
theat; the wheels drove a paddle that bent the stalks over the knives,
thich then fell onto a moving belt that carried it into the back of the vehi-
e. The reaper enabled a crew of six or seven men to harvest in a day as
nuch wheat as fifteen men could harvest using the older methods. Mc-
ormick, who had patented his device in 1834, established a factory at
icago in 1847. By 1860, more than 100,000 reapers were in use on
estern farms. Almost as important to the grain grower was the

New Agrien lenral Techniaper

McCormick Reaper
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thresher—a machine that separated the grain from the wheat stalks.
Threshers appeared in large numbers after 1840. Before that, farmers
generally flailed grain by hand or used farm animals to tread it. The
Jerome I. Case factory in Racine, Wisconsin, manufactured most of the
threshers. (Modern “harvesters” later combined the functions of the
reaper and the thresher.)

The Northwest was the most self-consciously democratic section of
the country. But its democracy was of a relatively conservative type—capi-
talistic, property-conscious, middle-class. Abraham Lincoln, an Illinois
Whig, voiced the economic opinions of many of the people of his section.
“I take it that it is best for all to leave each man free to acquire property as
fast as he can,” said Lincoln. “Some will get wealthy. I don’t believe in a
law to prevent a man from getting rich; it would do more harm than
good. . . . When one starts poor, as most do in the race of life, free soci-
ety is such that he knows he can better his condition; he knows that there
is no fixed condition of labor for his whole life.”

Rural Life

Life for farming people varied greatly from one region to another. In the
more densely populated areas east of the Appalachians and in the easternmost
areas of the Northwest, farmers were usually part of relatively vibrant com-
munities and made extensive use of the institutions of those communities—
the churches, schools, stores, and taverns. As white settlement moved further
west, farmers became more isolated and had to struggle to find any occasions
for contact with people outside their own families.

Although the extent of social interaction differed from one area to an-
other, the forms of interaction were usually very similar. Religion drew
farm communities together perhaps more than any other force. Town or
village churches were popular meeting places, both for services and for so-
cial events—most of them dominated by women. Even in areas with no
organized churches, farm families—and, again, women in particular—
gathered in one another’s homes for prayer meetings, Bible readings, and
other religious activities. Weddings, baptisms, and funerals also brought
communities together.

But religion was only one of many reasons for
interaction. Farm people joined together fre-
quently to share tasks such as barn raising. On those occasions, families
would gather and create a festive atmosphere of celebration. Women pre-
pared large suppers while the men worked on the barn and the children
played. Large numbers of families gathered together at harvest time to
help bring in crops, husk corn, or thresh wheat. Women came together to
share domestic tasks, holding “bees” in which groups of women joined to-
gether to make quilts, baked goods, preserves, and other products.

Despite the many social gatherings farm families managed to create,
they had much less contact with popular culture and public social life than

Roural Social Interaction

2T

America’s Economic Revolution

eople é.ro lived in towns and cities. Rural people treasured their links to
te outside world—letters from relatives and friends in distant places
ewspapers and magazines from cities they had never seen, catalogs adver-
sing merchandise that their local stores never had. Yet many also valued
e nm._mcﬁw autonomy that a farm life gave them. One reason many rural
?smﬂombm looked back nostalgically on country life once they moved to

€ city was that they sensed that in the urban world they did not have as

uch control over the patterns of their daily lives as they had once
own.

_ CONCLUSION

€,
sﬁmn the Mwmo.m mbm Em 185 o_m. the American economy experienced the
ngs of an industrial revolution—a chan

ry area of life in fundamental ways. ot
The American industrial revolution was a re-

t of many things: population growth, advances Sources of the Industrial

transportation and communication, new tech- Rermisis

_A.umuom that spurred the development of factories capable of mass pro-

cing goods, the recruiting of a large industrial labor force, and the cre-

tion of corporate bodies capable of managing large enterprises. The new

conomy expanded the ranks of the wealthy and helped create a large new
ddle class. It also created high levels of inequality.

Culture in the industrializing areas
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THE COTTON ECONOMY

&

5 . ‘ . . . ILLINOIS
The most important economic development in the mid-nineteenth

century South was the shift of economic power from the “upper South,’
the original southern states along the Atlantic coast, to the “lower South,’
the expanding agricultural regions in the new states of the Southwest
That shift reflected above all the growing dominance of cotton in th
southern economy.

MISSOURI -,
TERRITORY ..

The Rise of King Cotton

Much of the upper South continued to rely on the
cultivation of tobacco. But the market for that crop
was notoriously unstable, and tobacco rapidly exhausted the land on whi
it grew. By the 1830s, therefore, many farmers in the old tobacco-growing
regions of Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina were shifting to othes
crops, while the center of tobacco cultivation was moving westward, into
the Piedmont area. w

The southern regions of the coastal South—South Carolina, Georgia
and parts of Florida—continued to rely on the cultivation of rice, a more
stable and lucrative crop. But rice demanded substantial irrigation and
needed an exceptionally long growing season (nine months), so cultivation
of that staple remained restricted to a relatively small area. Sugar growe
along the Gulf Coast, similarly, enjoyed a reasonably profitable market ft
their crop. But sugar cultivation required intensive (and debilitating) lab:
and a long growing time; only relatively wealthy planters could afford
engage in it. In addition, producers faced major competition from
great sugar plantations of the Caribbean. Sugar cultivation, therefore, d
not spread much beyond a small area in southern Louisiana and easte
Texas. Long-staple (Sea Island) cotton was another lucrative crop, but li
rice and sugar, it could grow only in a limited area—the coastal regions
the Southeast.

GR?:.@ Tobacco Economy
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SLAVERY AND COTTON IN THE SOUTH, 1820 AND 1860 The two maps on the opposite O
page show the remarkable spread of cotton cultivation in the South in the decades before the : ! . = R g Hocksonville
Civil War. Both maps show the areas of cotton cultivation (the light-orange colored areas) as wi d : 5
as areas with large slave populations (the darker rust dotted or solid areas). Note how in the top
map, which represents 1820, cotton production is concentrated largely in the East, with a few
areas scattered among Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Tennessee. Slavery is concentrated
along the Georgia and South Carolina coast, areas in which long-staple cotton was grown, with
only a few other areas of highly dense slave populations. By 1860, the South had changed
dramatically. Cotton production had spread throughout the lower South, from Texas to northe
Florida, and slavery had moved with it. Slavery was also much denser in the tobacco-growing
regions of Virginia and North Carolina, which had also grown. « How did this economic shift affe

the white South’s commitment to slavery?

@ For an interactive version of this map go to www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation4chl11n

1860
B Areas of cotton production 0 100
200 Miles

5 Slave distribution T_,_J-,_
*=* (One dot approximates 200 slaves)

0 100 200 Kilometers




284
CHAPTER ELEVEN

285
Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South

The decline of the tobacco economy in the upper South, and the in-
herent limits of the sugar, rice, and long-staple cotton economies farther
south, might have forced the region to shift its attention to other, non-
agricultural pursuits had it not been for the growing importance of a new

product that soon overshadowed all else: short-
Short-Staple Cotton staple cotton. This was a hardier and coarser strain
of cotton that could grow successfully in a variety of climates and in a va-
riety of soils. It was harder to process than the long-staple variety because
its seeds were difficult to remove from the fiber. But the invention of the
cotton gin had largely solved that problem.

Demand for cotton increased rapidly in the nineteenth century with
the growth of the textile industry in Britain in the 1820s and 1830s and in
New England in the 1840s and 1850s. In response to that demand, begin-
ning in the 1820s, cotton production spread rapidly. From the western This watercolor by William Henry Brown, painted in
areas of South Carolina and Georgia, production b of picking. Even young childsen ros) loading cotton onto a wagon, presumably after 2 hard

moved into Alabama and Mississippi and then into : : _ﬁmnnﬂmhm_ﬁromoam.mwwos: \as an artist known for his
northern Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. By the 1850s, cotton had be- ncoln.) This picture is part of a five-foot cutout _W.B»hmm%» a.%mn mw En._nm:smm Abraham
come the linchpin of the southern economy. There were periodic booms | Mwwawwgq Brown, Hauling the Whole Weeks Picking, 1842, The E.Mi ZM, MMNMH %&Mwm_ smmww .
and busts, but the cotton economy continued to grow. By the time of the g e
Civil War, cotton constituted nearly two-thirds of the total export trade of
the United States. It was little wonder that southern politicians now pro-
claimed: “Cotton is king!”

Cotton production boomed in the newly settled areas of what came to
be known as the “lower South” (or, in a later era, the “Deep South”).
Some began to call it the “Cotton Kingdom.” The prospect of tremen-
dous profits drew settlers to the lower South by the thousands. Some were
wealthy planters from the older states, but most were small slaveholders
or slaveless farmers who hoped to move into the planter class.

A

S ¥ ,
YR A

' ,“QEZQ THE WHOLE WEEK’S PICKING

Qxawnﬁbm Cotton Cultivation

0se goods twenty years before, b
R oron cxpora e » but only about 2 percent of the value of

b M,rm :BH..SQ nonfarm commercial sector that
1d develop in the South was largely intended to Obotacles to Economsc
tve the needs of the plantation economy. Particu- Twigune

. . A similar shift, if an involuntary one, occurred edit. O : » providing them with
S%&m%ati of Slavery in the slave population. Between 1840 and 1860, ‘mmzmﬁmnwﬂ.:wwwﬂw_mw _MOmMMMMMB%mﬂNm_O@BmE included the South’s in-
according to some estimates, 410,000 slaves moved from the upper South ads were crude and unsuitable f rm wore almost nonexstent; most
to the cotton states—either accompanying masters who were themselves ough they expanded substantiall i Mw:a\ transport; and railroads, al-
migrating to the Southwest or (more often) sold to planters already there. € region together effectivel Hw% In the 1840s and 1850, failed to te
The sale of slaves to the Southwest became an important economic activ- ter. Planters generally shi %& ﬁwmzzn%m_ means of transportation was
ity in the upper South. f most iyt €mmwm i MM Mwwwmm MM MME._SH along rivers or by

g more and more dependent on th
: e
e ; merchants, M:a. professionals of the North. Some southern-
m%: wno advocate economic independence for the region, among them
ies . B. De Bow of New Orleans, whose maga- , i

b . . s
e, De meé.w Commercial Review, called for south- D¢ Bow's Commervial Review
-~ : :
A EQMHWNMM~ m:m mmzmw_ﬁ%em_ cxpansion and economic independence
- Yeteven De Bow’s Commercial Revi i
zew was filled with ad
ments from northern manuf; i o
. acturing firms; and its circulati

ation was far

aller in the South than such northern magazines as Harper’s Weekly.

Southern Trade and Industry

In the face of this booming agricultural expansion, other forms of eco-
nomic activity developed slowly in the South. There was growing activity
in flour milling and in textile and iron manufacturing, particularly in the
upper South, but industry remained an insignificant force in comparison
with the agricultural economy. The total value of southern textile manu-
factures in 1860 was $4.5 million—a threefold increase over the value of




286
CHAPTER ELEVEN

YOL 1UL~No. 6.

e et

of e
| SONTR ®WEST,

DE BOW’S COMMERCIAL REVIEW ]. D. B. De Bow, owner and editor of the South’s _o.w&sm
magazine, presented his Review as a commercial publication—designed m.:. those o@EEﬁnarno
commerce. But it also contained essays and articles promoting the mo:.nr s way of life and what
many white southerners considered the region’s distinctive (and superior) culture. (Courtesy of
Archives and History, Jackson, ML)

Sources of Southern Difference
An important question about antebellum southern history is why the re

gion did so little to develop a larger industrial and commercial economy

of its own. Why did it remain so different from the North?

Part of the reason was the great profitability of the region’s mm&n&ga
had turned to manufacturing as the

agricultural economy of the region declined. In the
and

system. In the Northeast, many people

Sowrces of Uneven Develgpment oy the agricultural economy was booming,

ambitious people eager to profit from the emerging capitalist economy ha
little incentive to look elsewhere. Another reason was that wealthy

able for industrial development than the climate of the North.

But the southern failure to create a flourishing 8550.0.5_ or indus-
trial economy was also in part the result of a set of values distinctive to the
South. Many white southerners liked to think of themselves as representa-
Southerners were, the
argued, more concerned with a refined and gra-

cious way of life than with rapid growth and development. But appealing

tives of a special way of life.
Distinct Southern Valuer

south-
erners had so much capital invested in their land and their slaves that they
had little left for other investments. Some historians have suggested that
the southern climate—with its long, hot, steamy summers—was less suit-
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as this image was to southern whites, it conformed to the reality of south-
ern society in very limited ways.

SOUTHERN WHITE SOCIETY

2

Only a small minority of southern whites owned slaves. In 1860, when the
hite population was just above 8 million, the number of slaveholders was
nly 383,637. Even with all members of slaveowning families included in
e figures, those living in slaveowning households still amounted to per-
haps no more than one-quarter of the white population. And only a small

oportion of this relatively small number of slaveowners owned slaves in
substantial numbers.

The Planter Class

How, then, did the South come to be seen as a so-
ety dominated by wealthy landowning planters?
large part, it was because the planter aristocracy
ercised power and influence far in excess of their numbers.

White southerners liked to compare their planter class to the old
upper classes of England and Europe. In fact, most of the southern upper
zlass was not at all similar to the landed aristocracies of the Old World. In
me areas of the upper South, the great aristocrats were indeed people
hose families had occupied positions of wealth and power for genera-
tions. In most of the South, however, there was no longstanding landed
aristocracy. As late as the 1850s, many of the great landowners in the
ower South were still first-generation settlers, who had only relatively re-
ently started to live in the comfort and luxury for which they became fa-
ous. Large areas of the South had been settled and cultivated for less
an two decades at the time of the Civil War.

Nor was the world of the planter nearly as leisured and genteel as the
istocratic myth would suggest. Growing staple crops was a business.
anters were, in many respects, just as much competitive capitalists as the
dustrialists of the North. Even many affluent planters lived rather mod-
tly, their wealth so heavily invested in land and slaves that there was lit-
e left for personal comfort. And white planters, including some substan-
al ones, tended to move frequently as new and presumably more
oductive areas opened up to cultivation.

Wealthy southern whites sustained their image
themselves as aristocrats in many ways. They
opted an elaborate code of “chivalry,” which obligated white men to de-
nd their “honor,” often through dueling. They avoided such “coarse”
cupations as trade and commerce; those who did not become planters
ften gravitated toward the military. The aristocratic ideal also found re-
ection in the definition of a special role for southern white women.

Planter Aritocracy’s
" Domsnance

The Arirtocratic Tdeal
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More important in determining the role of southern white women,
\z owever, was that the vast majority of them lived on farms, with little ac-
L . cess to the “public world” and thus few opportunities to look beyond their
oles as wives and mothers. For many white women, living on farms of
odest size meant a fuller engagement in the economic life of the family
than was becoming typical for middle-class women in the North. These
omen engaged in spinning, weaving, and other production; they partici-
ated in agricultural tasks; they helped supervise the slave work force. On
he larger plantations, however, even these limited roles were often con-
idered unsuitable for white women, and the “plantation mistress” be-
ame, in some cases, more an ornament for her husband than an active
art of the economy or the society. Southern white women also had less
ccess to education than their northern counterparts. The few female
academies” in the South trained women primarily to be suitable wives.

Southern white women had other special bur-
ens as well. The southern white birth rate re-
nained nearly 20 percent higher than that of the nation as a whole, and
nfant mortality in the region remained higher than elsewhere. The
lave labor system also had a mixed impact on white women. It helped
pare many of them from certain kinds of arduous labor, but it also dam-
ed their relationships with their husbands. Male slaveowners had fre-
ent sexual relationships with the female slaves on their plantations;
e children of those unions served as a constant reminder to white
omen of their husbands’ infidelities. Black women (and men) were ob-

ously the most important victims of such practices, but white women
uffered, too.

,m%nn\n\ Burdens

WooDS

A GEORGIA PLANTATION This map of the Hopeton Plantation in South Carolina shows Uo_& ]
how much plantations were connected to the national and world B»n.rnnw. and how H.HEnr ﬁwmw trie
to be self-sufficient. Note the large areas of land devoted to the growing of cotton, rice, and sugar

cane, all of them crops for the market. ¢ Why would a wksgaﬂ in .»Tw part e\ &.@ ,w‘amtw wm hmmﬁwmo
more diversified in the market crops it raised than the cotton .w%:«a:&d in N.\.& 35%&%? ~m ta i

the many crops grown for the local market or for consumption by _‘mmannm. o . ep E:M: m:
potatoes, vegetables, corn, and others. The top left of the map mvoém. the ..&mn: cnoﬁ a N
quarters, with slaves’ quarters grouped together very near the owner’s Rm_.annnm. Wé W10
planters want their slaves living nearby? Why might slaves be unbappy about being so close to their owners:

The Plain Folk

he typical white southerner was a yeoman farmer. Some of these “plain
lk,” as they became known, owned a few slaves, with whom they worked
d lived more closely than did the larger planters. Some plain folk, most
whom owned their own land, devoted themselves largely to subsistence
ing; others grew cotton or other crops for the market, but usually
could not produce enough to allow them to expand their operations or
en get out of debt.
One reason was the southern educational system. For the sons of
ealthy planters, the region provided ample opportunities to gain an edu-
ton. In 1860 there were 260 southern colleges and universities, public
d private, with 25,000 students enrolled in them.
t as in the rest of the United States, universities Inadespate Educational
re only within the reach of the upper class. The Qorens
ementary and secondary schools of the South were not only fewer than
it also inferior to those of the Northeast. The South had more than
0,000 illiterate whites, over half the nation’s total.

The “Southern Lady”

In some respects, affluent white women in the South 009?& n_ﬁ.v_mm very
similar to those of middle-class white women 1in the North. ,ﬂ..ac. _.<Mm. mg_.
erally centered in the home, where (according to mrm South’s mon% ideal)
they served as companions to and hostesses for their rcm.vm:% an mm_mE,-
turing mothers for their children. ..O.m:ﬁmo_s southern white women seldom
engaged in public activities or found income-producing nBEo%Ea:M.. . v
But the life of the “southern lady” was also in many ways very di erent
from that of her northern counterpart. For one thing, the cult of ro:o_.ﬁrE
the region meant that southern white men gave mmwﬂoimﬂ.ﬂavon&:om to the
defense of women. In practice, this generally meant
Tt Scrsianis that white men were even more dominant and white
ik g women even more subordinate in southern culture
than they were in the North. Social theorist George Fitzhugh wrote :w the
1850s: “Women, like children, have but one zmrﬁ. msa that is Em right to
protection. The right to protection involves the obligation to obey.
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The subordination of the plain folk to the planter class raises an im-
portant question: Why did lower-class whites not oppose the aristocratic
social system from which they benefited so little?

Some nonslaveowning whites did oppose the planter elite, but for the
most part in limited ways and in isolated areas. These were mainly the
“hill people,” who lived in the Appalachian ranges
east of the Mississippi, in the Ozarks to the west of
the river, and in other “hill country” or “packcountry” areas. Of all south-
ern whites, they were the most isolated from the mainstream of the re-
gion’s life. They practiced a simple form of subsistence agriculture and
owned practically no slaves. They were, in most respects, unconnected to
the new commercial economy that dominated the great cotton-planting
region of the South.

Such whites frequently expressed animosity toward the planter aris-
tocracy. The mountain region was the only part of the South to resist the
movement toward secession when it finally developed. Even during the
Civil War itself, many refused to support the Confederacy.

Far greater in number, however, were the nonslaveowning whites who

lived in the midst of the plantation system. Many,
Dependenceon the Plantation nerhaps most of them, accepted that system be-
cause they were tied to it in important ways. Small farmers depended on
the local plantation aristocracy for many things: access to cotton gins,
markets for their modest crops and their livestock, credit or other finan-
cial assistance in time of need. In many areas, moreover, the poorest resi-
dent of a county might easily be a cousin of the richest aristocrat. In the
1850s, the boom in the cotton economy allowed many small farmers to
improve their economic fortunes. Some bought more land, became slave-
owners, and moved into at least the fringes of plantation society. Others

“Hill uw«.a\ng

simply felt more secure in their positions as independent yeomen and

hence more likely to embrace the fierce regional loyalty that was spread-
ing throughout the white South in these years.

There were other white southerners,
at all in the plantation economy and yet continued to accept its premises.

These were known variously as “crackers,” “sand hillers,” or “poor white
trash.” Occupying the infertile lands of the pine barrens, the red hills, and
the swamps, they lived in genuine squalor. Many owned no land and sup-
by foraging or hunting. Others worked at times as
common laborers for their neighbors. Their degradation resulted partly
They resorted at times to eating clay
(hence the tendency of more affluent whites to refer to them disparagingly

ported themselves
from dietary deficiencies and disease.

as “clay eaters”), and they suffered from pellagra, hookworm, and malaria

Planters and small farmers alike held them in contempt.

Even among these southerners—the true outcasts of white society in
slav-

real opposition to the plantation system or

the region—there was no
this was because these men and women were s

ery. In part, undoubtedly,
benumbed by poverty that they had little strength to

however, who shared almost not -

protest. But it re-
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ulted also from perhaps the single greatest unify-
ng factor among the southern white population:
eir perception of race. However poor and miserable white southerners
ight be, they could still look down on the black population of the region

,.m mmn_. a Uo.bm with their fellow whites born of a determination to main-
their racial supremacy.

HAbrence a\ Clase 9@&\‘.&

SLAVERY: THE “PECULIAR INSTITUTION”

te southerners often referred to slavery as the “peculiar institution.”
that ﬁr.mw meant not that the institution was odd but that it was distinc-
e, special. American slavery was indeed distinctive. The South in the
m-E:wﬂmgﬁr century was the only area in the Western world—except
Brazil, Cuba, and Puerto Rico—where slavery still existed. Slavery,
re than any other single factor, isolated the South from the rest of
erican society.
Within the South itself, the institution of slavery had paradoxical re-
ts. .O: the one hand, it isolated blacks from whites. As a result, African
ericans under slavery began to develop a society and culture of their
n. On the other hand, slavery created a unique bond between blacks and
tes—masters and slaves—in the South. The two groups may have main-
ed separate spheres, but each sphere was deeply influenced by the other.

Varieties of Slavery

e slave codes of the southern states forbade
ves to er property, to leave their masters’
mises without permission, to be out after dark, to congregate with
er slaves except at church, to carry firearms, or to strike a white person
en in wm_.m.mmmozmm. The codes prohibited whites from teaching slaves to
d or write and denied slaves the right to testify in court against white
..Em. The laws contained no provisions to legalize slave marriages or di-
es. If an owner killed a slave while punishing him, the act was gener-
not considered a crime. Slaves, however, faced the death R:%Q for
ling or even resisting a white person and for inciting revolt. The codes
o contained extraordinarily rigid provisions for defining a person’ race.
\ MMM Mﬂwﬂ .m trace (or often even a rumor) of African ancestry was de-
. mbm.oﬂ.nmaw.:n of the laws, however, was spotty and uneven. Some
laves did acquire property, did learn to read and write, and did assemble
o.nwna slaves. White owners themselves handled most transgressions
teir slaves and inflicted widely varying punishments. In other words
pite the rigid provisions of law, there was in reality considerable <miaaw
the slave system. Some slaves lived in almost prisonlike conditions,

Slave Coder
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igidly and harshly controlled by their masters. Many (probably most)
others enjoyed considerable flexibility and autonomy.

The nature of the relationship between masters and slaves depended in
part on the size of the plantation. White farmers with few slaves generally

Paternal N‘w\&&.@x\x«.\

Although the majority of slaveowners were small farmers, the majority

of slaves lived on plantations of medium or large size, with substantial
lave work forces. Thus the relationship between master and slave was
much less intimate for the typical slave than for the typical slaveowner.
Substantial planters often hired overseers and even assistant overseers to
present them. “Head drivers,” trusted and responsible slaves often as-

sisted by several subdrivers, acted under the overseer as foremen.

Life under Slavery

laves generally received an adequate yet simple diet, consisting mainly of
ornmeal, salt pork, molasses, and on special occasions fresh meat or poul-
. Many slaves cultivated gardens for their own use.

s” and midwives, or simply as mothers—were the more important source.
Slaves worked hard, beginning with light tasks as children. Their work-
days were longest at harvest time. Slave women
orked particularly hard. They generally labored in
the fields with the men, and they also handled cooking, cleaning, and child
aring. Many slave families were divided. Husbands and fathers often lived

Work Conditions
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laves and the lack of privacy that came with living in such close proximity
to the master’s family. Among other things, that proximity meant that
their transgressions were more visible than those of field hands. When
emancipation came after the Civil War, it was often the house servants
who were the first to leave the plantations of their former owners.

Female household servants were especially vul-
erable to sexual abuse by their masters and white
erseers. In addition to being subjected to unwanted sexual attention from
hite men, female slaves often received vindictive treatment from white
women. Plantation mistresses naturally resented the sexual liaisons be-
een their husbands and female slaves. Punishing their husbands was not
usually possible, so they often punished the slaves instead—with arbitrary
beatings, increased workloads, and various forms of psychological torment.

Sexnal Abure

Slavery in the Cities

he conditions of slavery in the cities differed significantly from those in
e countryside. On the relatively isolated plantations, slaves had little con-
ct with free blacks and lower-class whites, and masters maintained a fairly
direct and effective control. In the city, however, a master often could not
supervise his slaves closely and at the same time use them profitably. Even
if they slept at night in carefully watched backyard barracks, they moved
out during the day alone, performing errands of various kinds.
There was a considerable market in the South for common laborers,
particularly since, unlike in the North, there were few European immi-
ants to perform menial chores. As a result, masters often hired out
slaves for such tasks. Slaves on contract worked in mining and lumbering
(often far from cities), but others worked on the docks and on construc-
on sites, drove wagons, and performed other unskilled jobs in cities and
owns. Slave women and children worked in the region’s few textile mills.
1808, when the importation of slaves became illegal, the @novoﬂdo:.& mmno:_.»l% skilled workers such as blacksmiths or carpenters were also
Emo_mw to whites in the nation as a whole steadily declined. The slower in- ften hired out. After regular working hours, many of them fended for
crease of the black population was a result of its comparatively E.mr aawﬁr tl .mBmm?mww thus E&w:. m_m<mm. gained numerous opportunities to mingle
rate. Slave mothers had large families, but the enforced poverty in which with free blacks and with whites. In the cities, the S
virtually all African Americans lived ensured that e between slavery and freedom was less distinct eﬁwﬂ oy
Fjgh Mortality Rater fewer of their children would survive to »mc_m.:ooa an on the plantation.
than the children of white parents. Even those who did survive typically
died at a younger age than the average white person. .

Household servants had a somewhat easier rmmlvg\m_nm_.q at least—
than did field hands. On a small plantation, the same slaves might do both
field work and housework. But on a large estate, there would generally be
a separate domestic staff: nursemaids, housemaids, cooks, vcﬂ._maw“ coach-
men. These people lived close to the master and his m:d.&a eating the left-
overs from the family table. Between the blacks and s&:mm of such house-
holds affectionate, almost familial relationships might m?iom. More
often, however, house servants resented their isolation from their fellow

RETURNING FROM THE COTTON FIELD In this photograph, South Carolina mmE workers
return after a day of picking cotton, some of their harvest carried in bundles on their heads. A

black slave driver leads the way. (©The New-York Historical Society)

on neighboring plantations; at times, one spouse (usually the male) would
be sold to a plantation owner far away. As a result, black women often found

themselves acting in effect as single parents. .
Slaves were, as a group, much less healthy than southern whites. After

Free Blacks

here were about 250,000 free blacks in the slaveholding states by the
tart of the Civil War, more than half of them in Virginia and Maryland.
some cases, they were slaves who had somehow earned money with
hich they managed to buy their own and their families’ freedom. It was
ost often urban blacks, with their greater freedom of movement and ac-
vity, who could take that route. One example was Elizabeth Keckley, a
ave woman who bought freedom for herself and her son with proceeds
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from sewing. She later became a seamstress, personal servant, and com-
panion to Mary Todd Lincoln in the White House. But few masters ha
any incentive, or inclination, to give up their slaves, so this route was ope
to relatively few people.

Some slaves were set free by a master who ha
moral qualms about slavery, or by a master’s wil
after his death—for example, the more than 40
slaves belonging to John Randolph of Roanoke, freed in 1833. From th
1830s on, however, state laws governing slavery became more rigid, i
part in response to the fears Nat Turner’s revolt (see p. 297) create
among white southerners. The new laws made it more and more difficul
and in some cases practically impossible, for owners to set free (or “manu
mit”) their slaves.

A few free blacks attained wealth and prominence. Some owned slaves
themselves, usually relatives whom they had bought in order to ensur
their ultimate emancipation. In a few cities—New Orleans, Natchez, and .
Charleston—free black communities managed to flourish relatively un -
molested by whites and with some economic stability. Most southern free
blacks, however, lived in abject poverty. Yet, great as were the hardships o

New Rertrictions

on Manumssrion

freedom, blacks usually preferred them to slavery.

RR _. T TUBMAN WITH ESCAPED SLAVES Harriet Tubman (c. 1820-1913) was born into
ery in Maryland. In 1849, when her master died, she escaped to Philadelphia to avoid bein

d out of state. Over the next ten years, she assisted first members of her own family and n._mm
to 300 other slaves to escape from Maryland to freedom. During the Civil War she served
E._wﬁm_w as a nurse and as a spy for Union forces in South Carolina. She is mrosﬁ., here, on the
, with some of the slaves she had rmwvmm to free. (Smith College Museum of Art) ,

Slave Resisiance

Slaveowners, and many other white Americans after emancipation, liked to
argue that the slaves were generally content, “happy with their lot.” Tha
may have been true in some cases. But it is clear that the vast majority o
southern blacks yearned for freedom. Evidence for that can be found, i
nowhere else, in the reaction of slaves when emancipation finally came. Vir
tually all reacted to freedom with great joy; relatively few chose to remain in - NG
the service of the whites who had owned them before the Civil War. ) ,,.,,mmﬁw_Mmmmm%ww“wwwﬂwwmwwwmmrﬂw ,MMWMWMMWM:MMMM P erﬂvmmﬁo:
Rather than contented acceptance, the dominant response of .Emnw? " made preparations for revolt; but again word leaked out 5 Mos iy
to slavery was a o.oav_ox one: a combination of d retribution followed. On a summer night in 1831 Zwﬂm H,HH mc@vammﬂo:
adaptation and resistance. At the extremes, slavery. Bicher. Ted o bomdl of Abiesn Arheriois s v o MR T BIARE
could produce two very different reactions, each of which served as the use to house in Southampton County, Virgini §‘Hr - mm_mMg e (e
basis for a powerful stereotype in white society. One extreme was what en, women, and children before v&:ﬁoﬁ wmu il aﬂ% ed sixty white
became known as the “Sambo”—the shuffling, grinning, head-scratching, oops. More than a hundred blacks 5 _uom,\wqm T y state and federal
deferential slave who acted out the role that he recognized the white For the most part, however, r c.cmm,o mxmocﬁw in the aftermath. .
world expected of him. More often than not, the “Sambo” pattern of be- B b ot Bl sitskrnte mmw e mo slavery took other, less vio-
havior was a charade, a facade assumed in the presence of whites. The r managed to escape to the Toﬂ% Mwmmwﬁﬁv\ E%E:m mswmw\_. A small num-
other extreme was the slave rebel—the African American who could not B b ol e Bhaoks Sestan opssiis anada, especially after sympa-
bring himself or herself to either acceptance or accommodation but re- s the “underground railroad,” Mv mmmmmm ﬂrwhmsmmmﬂﬁmwﬂwm%ocmm& e
’ . e odds against

mained forever rebellious. successful esca i i
« pe were very high. The hazards of :
Slave Revols Actual slave revolts were m«qmama\ rare, but the gnorance of geography éwwm wmaocm obstacles. wo&ﬂ%ﬁmﬂ:@%m m,wwmwmm
. knowledge that they were possible mﬁdaw terror 1nto atrols,” which stopped wandering blacks on sight throughout the South
the hearts of ,E.E.m southerners Qmiﬁmam. In 1800, Gabriel Prosser gath lemanding to see travel permits. Despite all the obstacl & L
ered 1,000 rebellious slaves outside Richmond; but two Africans gave the B bl consined fo ron m:ﬂ.% Wowd i Bw%mwwﬂwo_m to mzonmwm, how-
: 9 mﬂmw numaoers.

ot away, and the Virginia militia stymied the uprising before it could

&&Q&»&sx and Resirtance
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But perhaps the most important method of re- And while their white masters generally chose to interpret such language

Day-to-day Slave Revirtance  isance was simply a pattern of everyday behavior
by which blacks defied their masters. That whites so often considered
blacks to be lazy and shiftless suggests one means of Ham_mnmnomn.nomcmm_. to
work hard. Some slaves stole from their masters or from neighboring
whites. Some performed isolated acts of sabotage: losing or _uwam_abm tools
or performing tasks improperly. In extreme cases, Emowm.ndm_.: a.s.&mm
themselves useless by cutting off their fingers or even committing suicide :
A few turned on their masters and killed them. The extremes, however,
were rare. For the most part, blacks resisted by building subtle methods o
rebellion into their normal patterns of behavior.

erely as the expression of hopes for life after death, many blacks them-
lves used the images of Christian salvation to express their own dream of
freedom in the present world.

~ In cities and towns in the South, some African Americans had their
own churches, where free blacks occasionally worshiped alongside slaves.
the countryside, however, slaves usually attended the same churches as
eir masters. Seating in such churches was usually segregated. Blacks sat
n the rear or in balconies. They held their own services later, often in se-
et, usually at night.

Language and Music

many areas, slaves retained a language of their own. Having arrived in
America speaking many different African languages, the first generations
of slaves had as much difficulty communicating with one another as they
d with white people. To overcome these barriers, they learned a simple,
common language (known to linguists as “pidgin”).
t retained some African words, but it drew primar- "Piggin”
ily, if selectively, from English. And while slave language grew more so-
phisticated as blacks spent more time in America, some features of this
early pidgin survived in black speech for many generations.
Music was especially important in slave society. Again, the African
heritage was an important influence. African music relied heavily on
ythm, and so did black music in America. Africans thought of music as
an accompaniment to dance, and so did blacks in America. The banjo be-
ame important to slave music. But most important were voices and song.

Field workers often used songs to pass the time; since they sang them
the presence of the whites, they usually attached relatively innocuous

words to them. But African Americans also created more politically chal-
' lenging music in the relative privacy of their own religious services. It was
there that the tradition of the spiritual emerged.
Through the spiritual, Africans in America not
t only expressed their religious faith, but also lamented their bondage and
expressed continuing hope for freedom.

Slave songs were rarely written down and often seemed entirely spon-
taneous; but much slave music was really derived from African and
aribbean traditions passed on through generations. Performers also im-
| provised variations on other songs they had heard. Slaves often created in-
truments for themselves out of whatever materials were at hand. When
he setting permitted it, African Americans danced to their music—dances
ery different from and much more spontaneous than the formal steps
that nineteenth-century whites generally learned. They also used music to
ccompany another of their important cultural traditions: storytelling.

THE CULTURE OF SLAVERY

Resistance was only part of the slave response to slavery. Another was an.
elaborate process of adaptation. One of the ways blacks adapted was b
developing their own, separate culture, one that enabled them to sustain a.
sense of racial pride and unity.

Slave Religion

A separate slave religion was not supposed to exist. Almost all African
Americans were Christians by the early nineteenth century. Some .7»& con-
verted voluntarily and some in response to persuasion or coercion from
their masters and Protestant missionaries who evangelized among them.
Masters expected their slaves to worship under the supervision of white
ministers. Indeed, autonomous black churches were banned by law, and
many slaves became members of the same denominations as their owners.
Nevertheless, blacks throughout the South de-
veloped their own version of Christianity, at times
incorporating into it such practices as voodoo o_,.o.nwmn polytheistic reli-
gious traditions of Africa. Or they simply bent religion to the special cir-
cumstances of bondage. . .
African-American religion was more emotional than its white coun-
terpart and reflected the influence of African customs and practices. Slave
prayer meetings routinely involved fervent chanting, spontaneous excla-
mations from the congregation, and ecstatic conversion experiences. Black
religion was also more joyful and affirming than that of many white de- ¢
nominations. And above all, African-American religion emphasized the
dream of freedom and deliverance. In their prayers and songs and ser-
mons, black Christians talked and sang of the day when the u.Loa €o¢_m .
“call us home,” “deliver us to freedom,” “take us to the Promised Land.

Black Chrirtianity
Importance ofS So@?@:a%




300
CHAPTER ELEVEN

PLANTATION This painting, by an unidentified folk artist of the early nineteenth century,
e importance of music in the lives of plantation slaves in America. Banjos, such as the one
ausician at right is playing, were originally African instruments. (The Old Plantantion,

9. Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum. Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, VA)

The Slave Family

ve family was the other crucial institution of black culture in the
Like religion, it suffered from legal restrictions. Nevertheless, what
7 call the “nuclear family” consistently emerged as the dominant
model among African Americans.

ck women generally began bearing children at younger ages than
hites, often as early as age fourteen or fifteen (sometimes as a result
anted sexual relations with their masters). Slave communities did
1demn premarital pregnancy in the way white society did, and black
; would often begin living together before marrying. It was custom-
ary, however, for couples to marry—in a ceremony
involving formal vows—soon after conceiving a
Many marriages occurred between slaves living on neighboring
jons. Husbands and wives sometimes visited each other with the
sion of their masters, but often such visits had to be in secret, at
Family ties were generally no less strong than those of whites.

hen marriages did not survive, it was often because of circum-
s over which blacks had no control. Up to a third of all black fami-
:re broken apart by the slave trade. That produced some of the
distinctive characteristics of the black family. Extended kinship net-
were strong and important, and often helped compensate for the
1p of nuclear families. A slave forced suddenly to move to a new

3.&2
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area, far from his or her family, might create fictional kinship ties and be-
come “adopted” by a family in the new community. Even so, the impulse
to maintain contact with a spouse and children remained strong long after
the breakup of a family. One of the most frequent causes of flight from the
plantation was a slave’s desire to find a husband, wife, or child who had
been sent elsewhere.

~ However much blacks resented their lack of
freedom, they often found it difficult to maintain
endrely hostile attitude toward their owners. They depended on whites
or the material means of existence—food, clothing, and shelter—and they
lied on them as well for security and protection. There was, in short, a
paternal relationship between slave and master—sometimes harsh, some-
es kindly, but always important. That paternalism, in fact, became a
tal instrument of white control. By creating a sense of mutual depen-
dence, whites helped reduce resistance to an institution that, in essence,
served only the interests of the ruling race.

Paternaliom

e

CONCLUSION
&

ile the North was creating a complex and rapidly developing commercial-
dustrial economy, the South was expanding its agrarian economy with-
ut making many fundamental changes in its character. Great migrations
ok many southern whites, and even more African-American slaves, into
ew agricultural areas in the Deep South, where they created a booming
otton kingdom.” The cotton economy created many great fortunes, and
me modest ones. It also entrenched the planter class as the dominant
rce within southern society—both as owners of vast numbers of slaves
and as patrons, creditors, landlords, and marketers for the large number of
poor whites who lived on the edge of the planter world.

~ The differences between the North and the South were a result of dif-
ferences in natural resources, social structure, climate, and culture. Above
all, they were the result of the existence within the South of an unfree
abor system that prevented the kind of social fluidity that an industrializ-
ng society usually requires.
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